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Enough is Enough!

We just returned from taking our son Ken
and granddaughters, Naomi, 14, and Natalie,
8, to the airport. As I enjoyed the week of fun
and laughter with them, I was also thinking of
the parents and grandparents of the students
most recently killed by gunfire in their school.
It would be unbearable to be in that position,
but with so many guns available, it could
happen in any school in this country. It is
truly outrageous!

The day after Naomi and Natalie arrived,
marches in the U.S. and around the world
called “March for our Lives” were held. They
were inspired by the student survivors of the
Florida school where the latest shooting
occurred five weeks ago.

Among the 800 cities where the marches
were held, I saw in the news that there was a
rally in Tokyo to support U.S. students. Paul
McCarthy participated to honor his Beatles
mate, John Lennon, and Martin Luther King’s
granddaughter gave a speech at one of the
marches. (On that day the U.S. President was
at his golf course, located less than an hour
from Parkland School where the latest
shooting took place.)

In the Kansas City march children and
others held signs saying, “Graduations, not
Funerals”, “Books, not Bullets”, and “Fear has
no Place in Schools.” A boy named Isaiah
Williams marched with his grandmother. He
held a sign that read: “I am 6; I want to see
60.”

The Kansas City mayor, Sly James, also
appeared at the rally to encourage the
marchers. He said that 50 years ago he was on
the same stage as a young person protesting
the Vietnam War.

Two values that parents who follow Active
Parenting try to instill in their children are
courage and empathy. I admire the parents
who brought up these student leaders who are
speaking out so bravely against the politicians
and others who lack the courage to fight
against the gun lobby.

I believe the young people will win and there
will be strong gun laws in the years ahead, as
they begin to vote and lead the country. I
continue to pray this will be so.

June Seat, APJapan Founder and
Friend
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