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“Logical Consequences vs. Punishment”

“It only took a few minutes for Yamato Tanooka to
vanish after his parents abandoned him by the side of
the road to teach the misbehaving boy a lesson.” This
was a news story in Japan last May that worried
people far and wide. Fortunately it had a happy
ending, and the seven-year-old survived being left in a
forest.

“Barefoot child, six-years-old, made to stand outside
on concrete for ten minutes in Arizona’s 112 degree
weather as punishment” was a July story that shocked
people in the U.S. The parents didn’t seek medical
help until the severe burns on his feet became infected
and then he had to be hospitalized.

A long term goal of parents should be to teach
children a sense of responsibility. Using the
opportunity of setting up intelligent logical
consequences is a powerful way to teach this to
children. Just putting up with misbehavior until the
parent becomes angry usually results in in punishment
rather than a learning experience through logical
consequences.

In the case of the Japanese parents, some
thoughts may have been going through their
minds: How many times have we told him not to
throw rocks! Maybe if we just stop the car and
put him out? A good scare might cure him.

AP parents in this case might have discussed the
problem with the boy on the way home. They
possibly could have reached an understanding
with the child that if he continues to throw rocks,
there will be consequences, such as no more
outings to the forest for a time.

In the case of the Arizona couple, we do not
know from the news article what the boy’s
misbehavior was. But instead of setting up a
logical consequence, they seem to have acted out
of anger and put their young son outside in the
searing temperature.

This six-year old child suffered a lot from his
punishment. No matter what the misbehavior
was, AP parents would have tried to deal with it,
possibly using logical consequences.

Setting up appropriate logical consequences is
not easy. Taking an example from the news such
as those above, and discussing how the adults in
the story might set up a logical consequence
would be time well spent in your AP group.

--June Seat, -APJapan Founder and Friend
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