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“Will you be my friend?”

We often have these requests on
Facebook.This week I was delighted to see
the request was from an AP leader in
Kobe. We spoke back and forth on
Messenger for a while, and it was so much
fun!

My new FB friend attended university in
the U.S. so her English is very good. But
for messages in Japanese I can use the
translation service on FB, although it is
very rough (quite different from the
translations of our Noriko Noguchi who
transforms this essay into Japanese for
the Link!)

However, I still get enough meaning
from the FB translation to know what the
Japanese articles basically say. I was so
happy to be able to see the homepage of
AP online, and through the FB translation
feel more in touch now, so I am happy.

Being able to share and stay up to date
with friends old and new is the great joy
of the Internet.

Another great advantage of the Internet
is the ability to begin groups of like
interests. Some of you are probably
already doing it, but it is a great
opportunity for leaders in specific areas of
Japan to form a support group online and
have discussions about difficulties as well
as happy experiences in leading AP
groups. Or just to chat as friends who
share a common interest.

Sadly, there is always a dark side to even
the best of inventions. Because of that
parents need to monitor their children’s
use of the Internet to be sure they are
having a positive experience with it.

It is not uncommon for people, even for
no apparent reason, to begin harassing
another person online, sometimes being
so mean that the recipient commits
suicide.

Many of us believe that the thousands of
hateful and untrue internet messages sent
from Russia against Hillary Clinton was
one of the main reasons we are having to
endure Trump as President now. That is a
dark side that has had serious
consequences for us.

May you and your family have a
wonderful 2018, while successfully
avoiding the dark side of the Internet.

June Seat, APJapan Founder and Friend
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