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A Ken and Jules Story

This past weekend I took care of my Grand-
dog, Jules, while Kathy and Tim were out of
town. Thanks to Tim’s good dog-rearing, I
think Jules must be the easiest dog in the
world to take care of.

Jules, who is part Beagle, has a large yard
which she regularly patrols for signs of
squirrels or other varmints who have the
courage to cross over the fence.

My job was to go over at 5:30 pm and give
Jules her supper which she ate in the kitchen.
Then she went back outside until bedtime,
between 8:30 and 9:00 p.m.

She sleeps in a dog carrier in the basement.
All T have to say is “Time for bed, Jules.” And
she scampers down the stairs, and runs into
her tiny bedroom. The reward is a bone-
shaped treat which she loves.

One thing that interested me was that I
often found Jules waiting for me perched on
the patio table where she could see in the
kitchen window. I think in the evening she
was missing her “people-parents.”

As T thought about Jules, my mind went
back 41 years to our son, Ken, who was five
years old at the time. He was attending
Wakaba Kindergarten in our neighborhood. I
was working part time at the Fukuoka
International School and always tried to be
home before Ken returned from Wakaba.

Unfortunately, one day I got delayed and
Ken had returned home to a locked house. I,
of course, felt very bad about it and apologized
to him for being late.

Ken was very calm about the situation. He
had found a pail in the back yard, and turned
it up-side-down by a kitchen window.

He said, “As long as I stood on the bucket and
looked in the window, I didn’t feel bad.” Of
course I was proud of him for thinking of a
solution in such a mature way.

As parents, wouldn’t one of our main goals
be that of creating a home that reflects
security and the assurance that all will be well
when someone like Ken, or Jules, peeks in the
kitchen window? They can trust we will soon
be there and give them supper.

June Seat,
APJapan Founder and Friend
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