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THINKING ALOUD
“Mother Hens and Their Children”

There has been a lot of talk about educating the heart.
In my personal effort to do this, each morning I try to
read a little booklet, The Upper Room which is available
in both English and Japanese, that gives a selection from
the Bible along with a brief comment.This week one of
the writers told about one of her childhood memories
from her grandfather’s farm.

A mother duck had died after hatching only one
ducking. This little orphan was slipped into a pen with a
mother hen and her baby chicks. The mother hen
accepted the duckling as her own, and all went well until
the mother hen took her family to a nearby creek to drink.

After it drank, the duckling jumped into the creek to
take a swim. The mother hen showed her dismay by
running along the creek bank squawking her protest.

As parents I think we are somewhat like that mother
hen, feeling quite bewildered as our children go places
we can’t follow. Sometimes we feel a lonely gap seeing
our children’s life styles so different from our own. For
example, like the duckling who jumped into the creek,
many of our children have jumped into cyberspace and
are spending hours in front of their computers.

As the mother hen feared, there may have been danger
lurking in the water just waiting for the duckling to get
close enough to be grabbed and eaten. We read about
many pornographic web sites that are available on the
net, and we want to squawk like the mother hen and
protect our children’s minds.

For those familiar with AP, we have several options
available when we feel concern about our children.
Instead of squawking, we can do some research on our
own and hold some Family Talks. If we believe the issue
has already become a problem, we can have a problem-
solving discussion.

However, if you wait until your child is addicted to
hard core porn on the internet, or has already joined a
motorcycle gang, it will probably take more than
squawking or even a calm family meeting to change the
situation. AP principles will help, but you may have to get
some professional help as well.

Prevention is the key. If you develop the habit of
talking with your children about any topic using the AP
suggestions from the time they are young, I truly believe
they will carry your family’s basic values with them even
when they enter a world that is so different from yours.

(June Seat, Educational Consultant, APJ)
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